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WAVERTON

Seeking shell-ter from storm
Oysters a natural in harbour
Andrea McCullagh
OYSTERS are taking part
in a science project in the
waters of Sydney Harbour.
Specially designed tiles
have been fitted to the seawall at Waverton to provide
homes for the shelled creatures.
“The idea is to look at
techniques for green engineering,” said Dr Beth Strain
from the Sydney Institute of
Marine Sciences (SIMS).
Oysters have an impressive ability to clean up the
environment as one creature can filter half a litre of
sea water in an hour.
The team from SIMS are
trying to find out whether
building
microhabitats
with the tiles can increase
biodiversity and filtration
rates. And the project is also

aiming to replicate the
banks of oysters that once
lived in the harbour.
“It’s trying to enhance
what’s been lost in Sydney
Harbour in terms of oyster
reefs,” she said.
The Sydney rock oysters
were sourced from the
aquaculture industry and
installed into the tiles.
They have grown three
times their original size and
Dr Strain has found they
are particularly happy in
the crevices.
The oysters have also
been joined by limpets, gastropods, lichens and fish.
However, these oysters
won’t be turning up on a bed
of ice any time soon as they
take in the heavy metals
from the harbour.
“They are not good for
eating,” Dr Strain said.

Associate prof Melanie Bishop and Dr Beth Strain with one of the specially designed tiles.

Oaks let off
violent list
THE Oaks hotel is no longer
in the company of the most
violent venues in the state.
The Neutral Bay pub has
been removed from a State
Government watch list after
reducing the number of incidents from 15 to two.
And its effort attracted a
message of support from
Deputy Premier Troy Grant.
“The Oaks management
have done well to reduce the
number of violent incidents
over a short period of time,
which should serve as a positive example to other venues
also wanting to improve
safety and security for their
patrons,” he said.
The venue was placed on
the list last year and staff at
the time said the customers
reacted with disbelief.
It was the first time The
Oaks had been included and
it was forced to implement a
raft of measures, including
plastic glasses and free
water and food after midnight and no alcohol service
30 minutes before closing.
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