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A swamp wallaby in Tunks Park. 

NORTH SYDNEY

Wallabies are back
Species identified in Tunks Park reason to celebrate
Andrea McCullagh 

WALLABIES  have hopped
their way back into the lower
north shore. 

A tiny swamp wallaby was
photographed by a resident
in Tunks Park last month
and confirmation of the ani-
mal’s arrival is a cause for
celebration. 

“All you have to do is real-
ly be patient and make the
area ready for them,” said
the council’s bushland ex-
pert Ramin Khosravi.

“Hopefully we will see a
family out there.” 

The council has been
working hard to create the
right conditions for the ani-
mals to return. There is bet-
ter grass coverage for
wildlife in the parks and
more trees thanks to plant-
ing on National Tree Day. 

Fox baiting also means
there are less predators in
the parks and another key
factor is the creation of wild-
life corridors throughout
northern Sydney which help
link up bushland. 

Wallabies already have a
presence in Willoughby and
Mr Khosravi has found wild-
life tends to spill over from
the large parks in that area. 

Sometimes younger ani-
mals arrive in the lower
north shore’s parks as they
are looking for a new terri-
tory to mark as their own. 

“This one in the photo
might just be a juvenile kick-
ed out by parents or they are
after their own territory
now,” he said. 

“That’s why they come
and explore the area.” 

Mr Khosravi is concerned
about them making their
way around the area and be-
lieves they may need to in-
stall signs. 

“We might need some
wildlife signs,” he said.

The council doesn’t know
how many wallabies are liv-
ing in the area but there are a
variety of ways to find out in-
cluding counting droppings
and motion sensor night
photography.

A TEAM of scientists are 
restoring Sydney’s 
underwater forests. 

Crayweed was 
decimated in the ‘70s and 
‘80s on the city’s coastline.

The Sydney Institute of
Marine Science team in 
Mosman and UNSW is 
working to bring it back. 

The project, Operation
Crayweed, has been 
running since 2011 and has 
been so successful they are 
planning new sites from 
Botany Bay to Palm Beach.

“Crayweed only went 
missing from 70km of 
coastline. We are hoping 
within our lifetime we will 
restore crayweed,” said Dr 
Adriana Verges.  

“By reintroducing 
crayweed we hope to bring 
back the different species 
that associate with it.”

RETURN OF
CRAYWEED
A REALITY 
Andrea McCullagh

Scientists Dr Alexandra 
Campbell, Dr Ziggy 
Marzinelli and Dr Adriana 
Verges.
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Sydney Opera and Music Weekend
Carmen on the harbour, Sydney Symphony  
and muSica ViVa FeStiVal 
with marshall mcGuire  |  20–24 april 2017 (5 days)

music and opera lovers are in for a treat as they join marshall mcGuire for 
a feast of opera, symphony and chamber music in some of australia’s most 
iconic settings.

For detailed information call 1300 727 095, visit  
www.renaissancetours.com.au or contact your travel agent.

Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour – Carmen  
photo courtesy Opera australia


